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Two Dollars a year; or Onk Dvllak for llitlmreguhir
session ofeach Congress ; unci Fifth CtMTH lor the final ses¬

sion of each Congress; and lite same for each Extra 8e»-
sion.payable in all caacs in advance.

THE MEXICAN WAR.

In pursuance of our duty to possess our readers
of all official or otherwise authentic information of
the purposes of the Executive in regard to the pro-
secutioi) of the war against Mexico, we place be¬
fore them the subjoined article from the govern¬
ment paper, issued since our last publication.

This article announces, as will be seen, an entire

change in the policy proposed to be observed by
the Executive towards the People of Mexico in the
conduct of the war. ilerealter, it seems, our army
in Mexico is to be supported in part, at least, by
contributions levied from the People. 44 We mmt

compel them," anya the official paper, 44 to contri¬
bute for the suppor »f out ~nny."

As a question oi policy, admitting the war to be
itself justifiable, though there may be difference ol

opinion on the subject, the writers on the law of
nations undoubtedly justify the quartering of an

army upon the enemy. This policy, however, now

avowed as that of our Government, has been here¬
tofore expressly disclaimed by it, in a 'manner so

formal and positive as to make it matter of regret
that it should have been thought necessary, at this
stage of the war, to resort to it.

In the Proclamation which General Taylor,
Commander of the Army, under direction of his
Government, addressed to the People of Mexico, a

month or two after the invasion of their territory,
the following explicit pledges were given in behalf
of this Government:

44 Your religion, your altars and churches, and
the property of your churches and citizens, the
emblems ol your faith and its ministers, shall be
protected and remain inviolate.''''

44 We come among the people of Mexico an

friends and republic an brethren, and all who re¬
ceive us as such shall be protected, whilst all who
are seduced into llie army of your dictator shall be
treated as enemies. We shall want from you no¬

thing but food for our army, and for this you
SHALL. ALWAYS BE I'AID IX CASH THE FULL VALUE."
These pledges, the reader will perceive, are

about to be broken by the same authority by which
they were made. 44 We want provisions," says the
government paper, and, instead of the people of
Mexico being 41 paid in cash the full value" lor
them, as they have been by solemn Proclamation
informed shall always be doue, 44 we must compel
them [the non-combatant people of Mexico] to
share with us the expenses of the war".to 44 con¬

tribute for the support of the army."
We conless some apprehension of the effect of

this change upon the character of the war, doubt¬
ing besides whether, if effectively carried out, our

army in the interior of Mexico can be thus supplied
out of any resources which that country possesses.

FnOM THK M0*IOHM OF FRIDAY NICiHT.

THE PROSECUTION OF THE WAR.
There can no longer be a question that the refusal of the

Mexican Government lo accept our proportion* for pence, in¬
stead of relaxing our own measure*, will stimulate oui Gov¬
ernment to a more vigorous.prosecution of the war. We must

bring its pressure home lo the people of Mexico. We must

make them feel the evils of the war more strongly, in ordei
that they may appeal to their own Government foi peace. It
tannot be denied nor concealed that new energy is to be In¬
fused into our operations; and the strength of the national
arm is to be put forth more efficiently than ever.

When the army of occupation became the army of inva¬
sion, and our victorious banners were planted on the light
bank of the Rio Grande, with the view of conciliating the peo¬
ple of Mexico it was proclaimed by the commanding General,
under instructions from his Government, that our armies were

to respect their private property ; and that they were to take
nothing and receive nothing which was not to be paid for.
We were anxious to soften the horrors of war in every res¬

pect, and to conduct it upon the motet liberal and refined prin¬
ciples. We had even determined to dispense with the rights
which the Laws of Nations fully recognised. " Instead of the
4 pillage of the country and defenceless places, a custom has
4 been substituted (says Vattel) more humane and more ad-
4 vantageous to the sovereign making war. I mean that of
'contributions. Whoever carries on a just war, ha* a right
'of making the enemy'* country contribute to the support of
' the army, and towards defraying all the charges of the war."
We waived these rights in every sense of the term. But what
has been the result } It is shown in seveial articles which
have appeared in the New Oi leans pa|>ers, and in let'.ers from
the officers of the army. We republished one of them the
other day from the columns of the National Intelligencer. It
seems certain that our forbearance has not been appreciated
by the Mexican people, and that, not contcnt with receiving
fair value for their productions, they have demanded exorbi¬
tant prices, whilst their hostility to us has remained unabated.
Officers ask, how can you expect to make it the interest of
such a people to terminate the war > The experience of the
last five months strengthens the argument.
We offered the olive branch. Instead of promptly accept¬

ing it, Mexico declines even to give us an answer, whether
she will or will not negotiate with us, until her Constituent
Congress shall assemble in Decemlier next. Three months,
therefore, were to pass away without doing any thing for
peace, unless we can assist its restoration by the vigor of our

urms. It becomes high time, then, for us to hasten the deci¬
sion of M» xico. We must carry on the war with vigor. We
must malce it more her interest to terminate its evils. We
must com|>el her people to share its ex|>en«es w>th us by
levying contribution* upon her for the support of our army
We want provisions, and they must assist in supplying u».

The proclamation of General Ampudia, the contents of which
have just reached us, increases the necessity of such n mea¬

sure. He breathes the severest vrngennce against any Mexi¬
can who will have any dealings with us, and will even sell ua

provisions. We must compel them, therefore, to contribute
for the sup)M>rt of oui army.

As soon as the dilatory answer from Mexico was received
by the Government, there is no doubt that the policy here in¬
dicated was adopted. The private property of the Mcxican
people will be religiously respected, except what may he ne¬

cessary for the support of our army. Their persons and pro¬
perty, with this exception, will be sacredly protected. Their
religion and their altars will be raapected as truly as if they
were Amer cans in the bosom of our own country.
HnirwHKCK akh Grbat l-oss of Lir*..Uy the United

Mutes frigate Constitution we have an account of the loss of a

Russian Government brig near the harbor of Nt. Peter anil
St. Paul, on the coast of Kamichatka, in the month of Octo¬
ber, 1845. The vessel was from Okotsk, with a cargo of
wheat, for the winter supply of the colony.mounted six guns
and had a complement of thirty or forty men, besides sixteen
passengers, most of whom were women and children. One
passenger only, (a girl about eighteen years of age,) the com¬
mander, and about ten of the erew, succeeded in reaching the
.hore in safety. The remainder, with the exception of a man
who was crushed to death by a gun, found a watery grave.

FINANCIAL DERANGEMENT.

The slate of thing* announced in the following
paragraph, from the latest number of the St. Louis
New Era, fulfils, even earlier than was expected,
the predictions of those practical statesmen who,
in Congress and cUewhere, endeavored to save the
Administration from the effects ol its own willul-
ness.-for we cannot attribute the persisting in the

Subtreasury plan wholly to ignorance in forcing
its odious hard-money schemes through C ongress
at the very moment that it was itself aboufllooding
the country with paper representing only the credit
of the Government :

" The Financial Officers of the Government have
4 crowded the money-market with their depreciated
4 paper, Treasury notes* and dralls, and still the
« Government's credit is very low. Treasury notes
4 are at four or live per cent, discount, and cannot
4 be cashed in large quantities at that rate. The
4 SuUtreasury law is openly and frequently violated
4 in many respects bv public officers, and the pre-
4 sent condition ofhffatrs forcibly exposes that hard-
4 money humbug. It is now manifest that it is ut-
4 terly impracticable to carry out the hard-money
4 project, and it is probable that the Subtreasury
4 will soon become a Government bank."

North Carolina..Official returns from all the
counties of the Suite show the vote for Governor at
the late election to be as follows :

For Graham (Whig) 43,486
For Shepard (Locotoco) 35,621

Whip majority..... .7,859
Two yearn ago the Whig niujority for Governor was only

3,153; and Mr. Clai's majority was but 3,945.

Major General Jksui', Quartermaster General,
left the city this morning for the frontier of Mexico,
to take upon him*elf the general direction of the
affairs of his Department in that quarter. This
step lias been taken with a view to provide for every
exigency without the delay and inconvenience which
sometimes result from wailing instructions Ironi
Washington, and iu order to secure the utmost
efficiency and economy to the measures ol that De¬
partment.
We understand, also, that before General Jesup

left Washington he had recently purchased two
more excellent steamboats, on very moderate terms,
for the operations of the Rio Grande, in order to
save the high freights which were demanded for the
transportation of our stores. Other appliances have
also been recently adopted, which will save much
expense, and contribute most effectually to the trans¬

portation of the necessary means for our army.
[Union of Friday nitfht.

Commodore Charlks W. Skinnkr took com¬
mand of the Gosport Navy Yard on Thursday,
and hoisted his pennant on board the receiving ship
Pennsylvania.
The imports of cotton into Boston during the

year ending the 1st instant amounted to 191,073
hales, of which 136,518 was received directly by
manufacturers or their agents. Exported during the
year 7,18G bales. Imports last year 183,722 bales.

THE VALUE OF BANTA FE.
The St. Louis 44 Union" says that all of its cor¬

respondents describe this country 44 as being ex¬

tremely poor, and not well adapted to agricultural
pursuits." Below we give a portion of one of its
letters. The same opinion as to the sterility of the
land is expressed by our own correspondent, in the
letier published in oiir last.

COH HKsrOM llKNCK OF THE ST. UH'II I'NIO*.

Sasta Fet, Arecrr 24, 1846.
We arrived here on the 18th instant, and took possession

without resistance. We are all doing well; we have had three
or four days' rent, and are beginning to want something to do.
On Monday next we will commence the erection of a fort at
this place: a beautiful selection has been made, and I have
no doubt one will be constructed that will astonish the natives.
I confess I do not see the importance of this fortificatiou. In
my opinion the whole country, frr.tn the Crossing of the Ar¬
kansas to this place, is not worth whit it has cost the Govern¬
ment to inarch the troops here. No man who has not visited
this region can form any idea of the character of the country.
Never has a nation l>een »o completely humbugged about any¬
thing as the United StaU-s hare been about this province. 1
am candidly of the opinion that General Kk.arkxt would do
his country much service by abandoning the expedition and
returning to die United States. I am fully persuaded that, if
the President and Congress knew as much about the state of
things here us we do, no elfoit would have been made to ac

quire it. I have discovered that every man we have met or

seen since we left the Suites has exaggerated the accounts of
this country. It appears that there is something in the atmos¬

phere that creates a propensity to lie. I would therefore ad¬
vise you to pay no attention to what you may learn from tho»e
who have visited this city or the mountains Before we reached
here there were two places where we expected a fight There
were gaps in the mountains where five hundred wcll-disci-
plined troops could have successfully resisted five thousand ;

yet no effort was made to stop us. The last place where we

expected the enemy we discovered that some preparations had
been made for defence, hut, in consequence of the dissatisfac¬
tion amongst the troojw of Armijo, the whole had been aban¬
doned. A rmijo left the city about thirty-six hours before our

arrival, and has l»een moving towards the south with all dis¬
patch ever since. He sent Gen. Kearney a letter stating that
he would return on the 21st ; this was only used as a means

to prevent pursuit. All the public projierty of any value was

removed In-fore we arrived. The citizens here are becoming
verv we:l pleased with us, and seemed disposed to submit
cheerfully to our Government at the several towns through
which we passed. At St. Joee, Veg<»s, and St. Miguel, Gen.
Kearnej called the people together, and caused them to pro¬
mise allegiance to the United Stales , he made speeches to

them, and administered oaths to the different alcaldes. The
General's quarter* are those formerly occupied by the Gover¬
nor in the palace.
Thk Wat it Wonkh..The large bagging and bale-rope

factory of Messrs. C. Shultz A Co., Maysville, Kentucky,
has suspended operation*. By this 120 laborers are thrown
out of employment, whose wages furnished food for six hun¬
dred mouths. The Eagle attributes the susj>ensi<»n to the jms-
sage of the late tariff, which, by reducing the duty on the for
eign article, has so reduced the price of the home-made article
that it cannot lie made without loss. This establishment
turned out 3,000 yards of bagging and one ton of bale-rope a

day, consuming about 936 ton* of hemp annually. This will
be supplied by the hemp and the labor of foreign countries.
Competition, under the o|>eration of the tariff of lf<42, which
secured to these manufacturers the home market, had reduced
the price of bagging from 25 lo 33 cents a yard, which it bore
jn 1H42, to 9 J and 10 cents, and at that piice, with our own

market secured, it could be profitably made. The influence
of Ihe late act has already reduced the price to 7 j and H cents,
at which price the manufacturer sustains a loss.

It is slated that the water in the river St. Lawrence is now
three feet and five inches lower than it was ten years ago.
This depreciation iu the volume of water, if continued, will
seriously affect the supply of the new canals which have lately
been constructed. The same effect has been noticed in the
Genesee river.

ONE WEEK LATER FROM EUROPE.

The steamship Hibkrnia arrived at Boston on

Saturday, bringing one week's later advices from
Europe. Her dates from Liverpool are of the 19th
ultimo, and from London of the 18th. We are in¬

debted to the telegraphic despatches ot the New
York Tribune and Journal of Commerce lor the
fullest account of her news :

Well-founded apprehensions of a lailure in the
American cotton crop has caused an increased de¬
mand for the staple in Liverpool, and prices have
accordingly advanced a farthing per pound.

Her Britannic Majesty's Government and the
people of Spain have manifested so much hostility
to the marriage of the Queen of Spain s sister to
Louis Philippe's youngest sou, that the celebration
of the nuptials ha* been postponed lor the present,
if not forever. The immediate consequence is a

tremendous war of words between England, t ranee,
and Spain. The remote consequence will probably
be the destruction of the entente cordtale which has
so long existed between the Courts of St. James and
St. Cloud.

,The total failure of the potato crop appears to be
a sad reality. Every where in Ireland, and in the
greater part of the British Islands, the vegetable has
Turned into putrid matte;, which even the hogs w. 1
not devour. From the continent of Europe, includ¬
ing Russia, we have dismal accounts of the progress
of the blight. The use of the potato, as an article
of food, is now almost abandoned.

At the latest date, 18th September, American
Hour was selling at twenty-nine shillings to thirty
shillings per barrel, duty paid, at Liverpool. I he
price in bond was twenty-seven shillings and six,

PCIndian corn was quoted three shillings the quarter
higher, and closed at forty shillings for yellow, and
forty-seven shillings lor white.
The Bank of England has declared a semi-annual

dividend of 31 per cent.
. . ,,On the 27th ultimo the King of Sweden signed

an ordinance abolishing all games of chance at the
watering places of ltamloes, Scania, the only places
iu Sweden where gambling was allowed.

Accounts from Paris dated 17Ui September an-

nounce that a despatch had been received conveying
the intelligence that Don Carlos, the Spanish pre¬
tender, had made his escape, and will probably pro¬
ceed to Spain. In the alfairs of Spain, the escape
of Don Carlos from his imprisonment is likely just
now to have important influonce.

Foreign stock, particularly Mexican, Spanish, and
Portuguese, owing to the unsettled state of thtfse
countries, has receded.
Ireland..The rupture amongst the Repealers is

daily manifesting its consequences in Belfast. A
few'days ago a meeting was called of pro-physi-
cal and moral force men, when the former achieved
a decided triumph, and left the adherents of Mr.
O'Connell in a minority.
Spain..The rumor of a Carlist rising in Catalo¬

nia turns out to be not unfounded. Letters from
Barcelona, dated the 4th, assert that a band of from
300 to 400 men, under the command of a person of
the name of Pielot, has made its appearance in the
plain of Larrftnguna. Pielot was, during tbe civil
war, at the head yf a division in the Carlist army,
and the commandant of Saragossa.

THE MARKETS.
The advice. tier the Caledonia arrived at Liverpool on the

evening of the 13th of September, and were del.vend early
on the following morning. No -oner had ihe content, be¬
come known than the cotton market underwent a grea
change. Simulators commenced to operate to an unu.ua!
'
The trade, dreading ihe realisation of the unfavorable con¬

jectures re.peeling the forthcoming crop, which the letter, and
newspaper account, from the United Slate, had ventured to
.end forth, were induced to add U> their "locks.

In England the proveibial fickleness of the climate ha. sus-
tained it. old character in baffling .peculation. y*'d °f
wheat i. better thi. year in the southern and worse in the north¬
ern part, of the kingdom. Upon the whole, the yield w hardly
t>eUer in 1846 than in the previous year.
The Engli.li market, for foreign and colonial produce have

latterly assumed a more animated and healthy appearance
The Liverpool cotton market, from day to day, since the

14lh, ha. continued active and apinted, and sale, of the six

dav. mav be quoted about 43,000 bale., with advance of Id.
"r |b Price, of American descnphons being fully main¬

tained the market, for other description, ha. experienced a£e Holders have been enabled to obtain lormer rate., but
lower descriptions wh.cfc a.e plentiful, have receded m value
The *ale. of cotton in Liverpool on the 14th

were enormous, amounting to no lex than 20,000 bale,
of which ?peculator, took 10,000 American. For all de¬
scription, ol American below ftd. per lb. an advance of one

farthing per lb. was readily paid. Other description, weic J

h"^Liverpool foreign and colonial produce *.». better by pri-
tr.-i.tv \ Itood deal of businc has U<en done, and, a.

holders refrain from prelum, the market prices, if not abso ute-
lv hi..hiii, mav be Mid to be firmer. The healthy state of
trade and full employment to the working classes are among*
thecauses which h.ive led to this result.

ftlHK VUHHtiSl'OlSDtifilLE.
Nkw York, Octork* 3, 1846.

It seem, now to I* dccided that our Constitutional Conyen-vention are about bringing their labor, to a eon. lu.ion.Tbey
will probably adjourn early next week, «v I m-«lay the 6th.
The constitution, s. new m.xlelled, will then be submitted to
the people for their approval or rejection.
The Locofoco Convention of this State have nominated

their candidate, for Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 'I he
result of their deliberation, i. precisely what I have said in all
my letter, to vou that it would be , and, when the day of tnal
comes, there will be no division in their ranks. The .trength
of Mr Wrk.iit's opponent, i. »hown in the vote, they gave.
For Si la. W.loHT, aye. 112, noes 7. Thi. is the result of
all their labor.. Mr. Carper, the present incumbent, was

re-nominated for Lieutenant Governor.
The murmurs respecting the nomination of Mr. ^ win

the candidate of the Whig party have nearly subsided. There
ha. been no unkmdnes. .hown to him at any time. It is now

confidently asserted that the Native American party will no¬

minate a. their candidate a Whig, known and recognised as

such. A nomination of that character may do Of .ome in¬

jury, but not so much a. you would imagine.
Our selection of Mr. Ph<i.«ix for Congress, and Mr. V\ ,t-

L,. Haui. for Clerk, arc both mo.t excellent. Hettei men

could not have been selected.
Receipt, at the New York cu.tom-house, Sep-

.* q a r $1,808,794timber,
D,>. do do. September, 1846, 1,648,6j4

Lcks than #260,140
Our Locofoco friends in Columbia, as in some other conn-

tie., have apparently got into a mdrl On or about the 28th
of \ugu.t, the Anti-renter, and the Lo$oa accidentally, with a

trifling variation, nominated the same ticket for county offi¬
cer. and thi. was done by the regular nominating Conven-
non,' and chri.tened the regular ticket A section of thej nnooaed to «nti-rentism have called a meeting of theIII n.ocracv «" he held on Friday next, the 9th in.tant,foTt'he purp.se of nominating another ticket, purified of the

''The Secretary of the Trea-ury i. here. Hi. vi.it, I nowI.1. i have heard, is induced by a desire ot a

f w d«VH'"relaxation from business and some unimportant mat¬
er. of a public nature The probability, therefore, is thatSTviltwill be very short, perhaps not longer than Monday

/torinmlv hp will Iphvc u#on I ufidny-morning ; certainly
A CALM OBSERVER.I *Of thi. sum $141,000 fmrxmrngf rotes.

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE ON THE ORE
GON QUESTION.

Message from the President of the United Stales,
cummuniculeug document* not heretofore communicated to
the Semite relative to the. Oregon 'territory, in an&unr to
tht resolution of the Senate oj 17/A June, 1846.

WASHINGTON, J r l i 21, 1840.
To the Semite of tin United States .¦

I herewith transmit, in compliance with the request of the
Senate in their resolution of the 17th of June, 1810, a report
of the Secretary of State, together with a copy of ull " the
despatches arid instructions" "rolative to the Oregon treaty,"
" forwarded to our Minister, Mr. McLane," " not heretofore
communicated to the Senate," including; a statement of the
propositions for the adjustment of the Oregon question pre¬
viously made and rejected hy the respective Governments.
1 his statement was turnished to Mr. McLane before his de
parlure from the country, and is dated on the 12th July,
1845, the day on which the note was addressed hy the Secre¬
tary of Stale to Mr. I'akenham, offering to settle the contro¬

versy hy the 49th parallel of latitude, which was rejected hy
that Ministei on the 29th of July following.
Tue Kvnat* will perceive that extracts from hut two of Mr.

McLane's "despatches nnd communications to this Govern¬
ment are transmitted ; and these only because they were ne¬

cessary to explain the answers given to them by the Secretary
of State.

These despatches are hoj.h numerous and voluminous, and,
from their confidential character, their publication, it is heliev-
ed, would he highly prejudicial to the public interests.

Public considerations alone have induced me to withhold
the dpspatches of Mr. McLane addressed to the Secretary of
State. I concur with the Secretary of State in the views pre¬
sented in his report, herewith transmitted, against the publi¬
cation of these despatches.

Mr. McLane has pel formed his whole duty to his country ;
and I »m not only willing, but anxious that every Senator who
may desire it, shall have an opportunity of perusing these
despatches pt the Department of State. The Secretary of
State has been instructed to all'ord every facility for this purpose.

JAMES K. POLK.

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. 'McLane.
Department of State,

Washington, Jul* 12, 1845.
Sih Although the President does not intend to transfer

the Oiegon negotiation from Washington to London, yet, as

her ilritannic Majesty's Ministers wdl doubtless afford you
freqivnt opportunities of conversing upon the subject, it is
proper that you should be well-informed of the present state of
the tfiestion. For this put|>ose it is necessary to furnish you
with a brief historical sketch of the propositions lor its adjust¬
ment which have been heretofore made and rejected by the
respective Governments.
Tie tirst negotiation was that of 1818, which terminated in

the convention of the 20th October of that year. It was con-

ductol by Messrs. Gallatin and Rush, as American Plenipo¬
tentiaries, in obedience to instructions from Mr. Adams, then
Stscrrtary of State under Mr. Monroe's Administration. Our
Plenipotentiaries inform us that they did not on that occasion
"assiit (hut the United States had a perfect right to the coun¬

try, kut insisted that their claim was at least good against
Grea: liritain." They therefore ortered to compromise b.
adopting the parallel of 49 degrees as the dividing line'between
the two countries, and l»y surrendering to Great liritain the
free navigation of the rivers (the Columbia of course, included)
which might be intersected by this line. The British Pleni-
potenliaiics, (Messrs. Robinson and Goulburn,) in answer,
'4 did not make any formal proposition for a boundary, but
intimated that the river itsel! was the most convenient that
could be adopted, and that they would not amee to any that
did not give them the harbor at the mouth of the river in com¬
mon with the United States." But, although they did not
propose a permanent boundary, they did make a most extra¬

ordinary proposition to the American Plenipotentiaries, which
was instantly and properly rejected. 'Phis was no less in ellect
than that the United States should surrender to Great Britain
the exclusive sovereignty over the whole territoiy north of 49
degrees; whilst that |K>rtion of it which lies between the 45th
and the 49th parallels, embracing the mouth and nearly the
whole course of the Columbia river, should " be free and open
to the subjects and citizens of the two States, res|iectivelv, foi
the purpose of trade and commerce," reserving the claims of
the respective parties not to the whole territory, but to this
section of it merely.

This negotiation resulted in the adoption of the third article
of the convention of the 20th October, 1 rt 1H, under which the
United States so far yielded to the claims of Great Britain as

to agree that the whole territory shotild " be free and ojien for
the term of ten years from the date of the signature of the pre¬
sent convention, to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the
two Powers."
The second negotiation on this subject, during the Admin-

istration of Mr. Monroe, was conducted, in 1824, by Mr.
Rush, as the American Plenipotentiary, under the instructions
of Mr. Adams. In the mean time the United S ates had ac¬

quired the Spanish title, embracing the whole territory in dis¬
pute, under the Florida treaty of the 2id Februarv, 1819 ;

and Mr. Monroe had made his celebrated declaration to the
world that the American continent should no longer lie sub¬
ject to colonization. Notwithstanding this change in the re¬

lative |iosition of the parties, Mr. Monroe, anxious to settle
the conflicting claims of Russia, Great Britain, and the United
States to the territory on the northwest coast of America, and
knowing that this could only lie done hy compromise, autho¬
rized Mr. Rush, through the instructions from Mr. Adams
dated the 22d July, 1823, "with a view to draw a definite
line of demarcation for the future, to stipulate that no settle¬
ment shall lie made on the northwest coast, or on any of the
islands thereto adjoining, by Russian subjects, south of latitude
5ft ; hy citizens of the United States north of latitude M de¬
grees, or by British subjects either south of 51 or north of 55.
I mention (says Mr. Adams) the latitude of 51 as the hound
within which we are willing to limit the future settlement of
the United States, because it is not to lie doubted that the Co-
lumltia river branches as fir north as 51." " As, however,
the line already runs, in latitude 49 degrees, to the Stony
Mountains, should it Is* earnestly insisted u|ion by (treat Bri¬
tain, we will consent to carry it in continuance on the same

parallel to the sea."
Mr. Rush, wilh great ability, attem|»ted to execute his in-

structions. He first proposed 51 degrees, and aflerwards 49
degrees ; but in vain. These propositions were severally re¬

jected by the British Plenipotentiaries, (Messrs. Huskisson
and Stratford Canning,) who proposed the 49th (mrallel as a

|>erinanent f»ouii<lary between the two countries until it should
strike the northeasternmost branch of the Columbia river,
(McGillivray's,) and thence down the same to its junction
with the ocean, "the navigation of the whole channel Iteing
per|>etually free to the subjects and cilizens of lioth parties."
This pro|M>sition was rejected by Mr. Rush, ami here the ne¬

gotiation ended.
The third negotiation on this subject took place in 1826-'27,

during the adminntration of Mr. Adams, and was conducted
by Mr. Gallatin as American Pleni|»otentiary under instruc¬
tions from Mr. ('lav, then Secretary of State. The third arti¬
cle of the convention of October, 1818, was about to expire
by its own limitation ; and a inost formal ami serious effort
was then made filially to adjust this vexed question, but it
utterly failed. This negotiation displays great research and
ability on both sides. Mr. Gallatin, in l>ehalf of the United
States, again offered to compromise the question by adopting
the 49th parallel of latitude as the dividing line between the
two countries west of the R>cky Mountains, and to agree that
the navigation of the Columbia should " be |»er|>etually free
to the subjects of Great Britain in common with the citizens
of the United States," provided this line should strike the
northeasternmost or any other branch of that river at a point
from which it was navigable tor i>oals.

This r»ffer was rejected by the British Plenipotentiaries
(Messrs. Huskisson and Aldington) in very strong terms.
I'hev repeated the oiler which had Ih-cii made to Mr. Rush on

the part of Great Britain in 1824, with this addition, that they
weie willing to concede to the United States the (sissession of
Port Discovery on the southern coast of De Fuca's inlet, and
annex thereto "all that tract of country comprised within a

line to be drawn from Cajs? Flattery, along the southern shore
of De Fuca's inlet to Point Wilson, at the northwestern ex¬

tremity of Admiralty inlet; from thence along the western
shore of that inlet, across the entrance of Hood's inlet, to the
jw)int of land forming the northeastern extremity of the said
inlet ; from thence, along the eastern shore of that inlet, to

the southern extremity of the same ; from thence direct to the
southern point of Gray's harbor; from thence, along the shore
of the Pacific, to Cape Flattery, as before mentioned."

This proposition was rejected by Mr. Gallatin, anil the ne¬

gotiation terminated in the convention of August fith, 182?',
which continued the third article of the convention of October,
1818, until it should !*. abrogated by the one party or the other

by giving a notice of twelve months to that ellect. This con
vmtion hus ever since remained in force j and ever since un¬
der lU provision* the subjects of Great Britain have enjoycj
the same rights over the whole territory as the citizens of the
J mted States. Thin joint occupation has continued for more
than a quarter of a century ; and it is not to b« supposed thai
the British Government will n»w consent l,y negotiation to

yield to us the whole territory up to 54° 10' after our Govern
ment hail thrice offered to divide it by the parallel of 49°, amT
they hail thrice refused this oiler, even when accompanied by
a grunt of the free navigation of the Columbia.
The next notice of this question will he loured under tin

Administration of General Jackson. It is contained in tin-
instructions of Mr. Livingston to Mr. Van Btmn, dated on

the first of Auguat, 1831, with a copy of which, so for u>

they relate to this subject, you shall be furnished. From thi-
you will perceive that General Jackson's Administration, so

far from objecting lo the occupation of a whole teiritory by
the British in common with ourselves, were entirely satisfied
to suffer this state of things to continue. These instruction,
do not proceed ujhji the principle of claiming the whole ter¬

ritory tor the United Mates, although they express a strong
opinion in fuvoi of our right. After stating thut the term oi

joint occupation was indefinitely continued for the purpose, in
the language of the treaty, "of giving time to mature inea

sure* which shall have for their object a more definite settle¬
ment of the claims of each party to the said territroy," they
go on to remark that " this subject, then, is opeji' for dis¬
cussion, and until the rights of t!ie parties can l>e nettled by
negotiation ; ours can sutler nothing by delay."
These instructions evidently look to u settlement of the

rights of the respective parties by negotiation, and not to

an absolute exclusion of (Jreat Britain from the whole ter¬

ritory.
From the lrt of August, 1831, the date of Mr. Living

stoii's instructions io Mr. Van Buren, until the 9th of Octo¬
ber, 1843, no further notice of the Oregon question was taken
in any instructions from this Department. On that ilay, Mr.
Upshur, then the Secretary of State under Mr. Tyler's Ail-
ministration, addressed instructions to Mr. Bvereft on the sub¬
ject. Following in the course of compromise pointed out by
his predecessors, Mr. Upshur says :
" The offer of the 49th parallel of latitude, although it has

once been rejected, may Ik; again tendered, together with the
right of navigating the Columbia upon equitable terms. Be¬
yond this the Preanient is not now prepared to go. Neverthe¬
less you ma) propose or receive, subject to the approval of
ibis Government, any other terms of compromise which in the
progress of your discissions may appear to promise a satisfac¬
tory adjustment of this important question."
Next .came the existing negotiation, which the President

found pending on his accession to otfiee.
This negotiation, like all which had preceded it, was based

upon the principle of compromising the claims of the parties,
and riot of demanding the whole territory for the United Slates.
The first protocol, signed by Messrs. Calhoun anil Paken-
ham, on the "23d August last, states that it was instituted "to
treat of the respective claims of the two countries to the Ore¬
gon territory, with the view to establish a permanent boun¬
dary l-etween the two countries westward of the Rocky Moun¬
tains to the Pacific occ-an."
The President at a very early period of his Administration

was called upon to deci ]e whether he would break oil' or con¬

tinue this negotiation. Placed in such a responsible position,
he first inquired whether the national honor required that he
should abiuptly terminate it by demanding the whole territ >rv

in dispute. War before dishonor is a maxim deeply engraven
upon the hearts of the American people ; and this maxim ever

shall regulate his conduct towards foreign nations But it
was impossible for him to conceive that there could be disho¬
nor in pursuing the course which had been adopted by Mr.
Monroe, his patriot revolutionary predecessor, more than a

quarter of a century ago, and had been either expressly sanc¬

tioned or acquiesced in by all succeeding Administrations.
His next inquiry was, would a compromise of the claims of

the parties, by adopting the parallel of 49 degrees,'materially
injure the interest of the United States ' The entrance of the
Straits of Fuca, Admiralty Inlet, and Puget's Sound, with
their tine harbors and rich surrounding soil, are all south of
this parallel. We know but little of the country north of it,
but, from all the information we have obtained, it is, with the
exception of a few spot*, wholly unfit for agriculture, and in-
capable of sustaining a** considerable population. Its chief,
indeed almost its only, vidiic eansists in the furs which may
yet be collected upon it; a«J even in this particular it is not
of much importance.

Arbitration being out of the question, the alternativeswhich
leinained were either to compromise the claims of the |*arties
upon teims similar to those which luid often been proposed hy
the Government of the United States and rejected by that of
Great Britain, or to demand the exclusive sovereignty over

the whole territory in dispute ; and thus to render war almost
inevitable. In the present enlightened and christian aire war

ought to be the very last alternative of nations, and should ne

ver be resorted to unless for a cause which renders it im|iera-
tively necessary. To rush into hostilities, if this can be h<>n-
orably avoided, would subject the United States to the coil I
demnation of all Christendom. The President doubts whe-
thcr the judgment of the civilized world would be in our favor
in a war waged for a comparatively worthless territory north
of 49 degrees, which his predecessors had over and over again
offered to surrender to (Jreat Britain, provided she would yield
her pretensions to the country south of that latitude. Besides,
a war for such a cause, whilst it would doubtless lie sustained
by the patriotism, might not meet the approbation, of a large
portion of our own fellow-citizens.
On the other hand, sup|*ose the American proposition ot

the 49ih degree of latitude should la* again made hy 'lie |
United States and again rejected by Great Britain, and wai

then Iw the consequence, we might a]qieal to all tnankind for
the justice and mislcration of our demand. The voice of »ri

impartial world would pronounce our cause to !>e righteous,

Sd our own citizens would l»e enthusiastically united in sus

ning such a war. Should the negotiation end in disap-
|x>intinent, the President, having done all that can lie required
of him for the preservation of peace, will afterwards feel him¬
self perfectly free to insist uj»on our rights in their full extent

up to the Russian line.
Influenced by these important considerations, you will i>er-

ceive, from my note to Mr. Pakenham, a copy of which I
now enclose you, that the President has once more proposed
to the Government of (treat Britain that the territory west ot
the Itocky Mountains, which has lieen under existing treaties
"free and open" to the occupation of both nations ever since
1818, shall now be divided between them by the 49th paral
lei of north latitude, offering at the same time to make free to
t»reat Britain any port or ports on Vancouver's island, south
of this parallel, which the British Government may desire.

V ou will olwerve that the proposition is silent in regard to

the navigation of the Columbia river.a privilege which h.i«
heretofore been repeatedly offered to (Jreat Britain in former
attempts to settle this question. Such a privilege the Presi
dent cannot concede, although he is well aware of the serious
if not insuperable obstacles w hich this may present to the sue

cess of the negotiation. The tenacity with which (Jreat
Britain will adhere to the free navigation of the Columbia,
which she now enjoys, is manifest from the not" of Mr. Pa
kenham to Mr. Calhoun, of the 12th September last, with u

copy of which you have lieen furnished.
If the free navigation of the Columbia were granted to

(Jreat Britain, this would be a pcrjretua! source of strife and
cause of collision lietween the citizens and subjects of the
two nations in those remote regions. It would be almost jm
possible, by any vigilance that could lie exerted, to execute
the revenue laws of the resjiective countries, ami prevent
smuggling on either side of the river Besides, there art

several portages around the falls and rapids of this river and
its branches, the tine of which is necessary to the enjoyment
of its free navigation. This would introduce the subjects ot

(Jreat Britain with their merchandise into the heart of tin
country, and thus greatly increase the evil ttcyond what it
would be if they were confined to the channel of the river.
The President is desirous to adjust the. question in such u

manner as to leave no source tiehind from which might pro¬
ceed new difficulties nnd new dangers again to involve the
peace of the two countries. With his present impressions he
can never yield to (Jreat Britain the free navigation of the
Columbia.

It is to l>e hoped that (Jreat Britain may view this subject
in the same light, especially as within the last few years rivers
have !>ccn explored and resorted to north of the parallel of 19
degrees, on which her trade may be conducted between the
interior and the ocean without the use ol the Columbia.

Whilst denying this privilege, which has been hitherto so

often offered, it may be asked, what reason have we to hoj*>
that (Jreat Britain may now accede to the naked parallel of
49 degrees ' There would be little or none, unless our pro¬
position had contained such a concession in some other parti¬
cular as to enable her to retreat with honor from her formoi
demands. This will be found in our offer to make free to
(Jieat Britain any |*>rt or |>orts on Vancouver's island, south
of 19 degrees, which the British Government may desire. It
is true, this is but a trifling concession, considering the small
|«ortion of the cap of Vancouver's island which lies south of
that parallel ; and, although no equivalent, it is yet something
which may be a refuge for British pride whilst surrendering
'he free navigation of the Columbia. Besides, as they have
in their la*t proposition no far gone beyond that of 18'27 ns to
offer to make Iree to the I nited State* any jmrt or ports which
they might desire, either on the main land or Vancouver's j

bland, south of latitude 49 degree, our otter to them of free
port, on the southern cap of .hat island may be deemed a re-

Ci|>roca| concession.
Had thin been , new question, you are fully aware that the
r0Ml,«nt never would huv« presented such a proposition but

it must not be forgotten that the American Gowr^nt
dies, although the agents who administer it are perpetually
changing. Its course of policy towards foreign nations sbou'd
not change with every changing Administration, but ouaht to
be uniform and consistent, unless for reason* ,>l imperative
necessity.

r u c

Froiii what has lieen said you will perceive how wholly im-
ossible it is for the President, to accept any term* of compro¬

mise which would bring the British south of the parallel of 19
degrees ; and this you may intimate to the British Minister*
in conversation, should vou deem it wise under all the cir¬

cumstances. The only eiception to this rule which could
possibly Im- made might be the concession, for an adequate equi¬
valent, ol the small cap of Vancouver's island south of this
latitude, which would l>e of no importance to the United States
whilst it is of considerable value to Great Britain.

Vou will enforce our proposition upon the British Ministry
with all the enlightened ability of which vou are so eminently
the master. Should it be rejected, the "President will be re-

teve<l trorn the embarrassment in which he has been involved
My the acts, oilers, and declarations of his predecessors. Af¬
terwards, it the difficulty can only be resolved by the sword,
we may then appeal with confidence to the world for the
equity and justico ofdU(«au*», and nay anticipate the smiles
of Heaven upon the right.

Iam,&c. .1A MRS BUCHANAN.
Louis Mi-Lame, Lsq., &<..

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. McLant.
I)kp*rim knt or Stats,

w
w«H'*«to*, Skft. 13, 1845.

Siu 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
despatches of the l«th and 18th ultimo, the former of which
was placed in my hands by the H«. Mr. Rhelt, of South
Carolina, and to transmit to you herewith a copy of mv last
note tof the* Right Hon. Richard Pakenham, her Britannic
Majesty s Minister at Washington, relative to the Oreiron
question.

lam, Ac. JAMES BUCHANAN.
Hon. Louis McLa.nk, <&c.

Mr. Huchanan to Mr. McLant.
Dkpahtmkxt of Stat*,

.. .. , ,
Wabhikotok, Nov. 5, 1845.

received
paU to ^*0' IC» '"elusive, have been duly

Since the receipt, on the -1st ultimo, of your No. 9, I have
held several conversations with Mr. Pakenham. His purpose
doubtless, was to ascertain whether the President would not
take back his withdrawal of our proposition of compromise,
and sutler it to stand as the basis of further negotiation ; arid
it tins could not be done, to obtain some assurance in advance
as to the manner in which a new proposition from the British
Government would l>e received. He did not accomplish either
object. In these conversations, I gave him distinctly to un-
derstand that the President could not consent to recall what
had been already done, nor to modify, in anv degree, the
withdrawal of our otter. At the same timelrl served, in an¬

swer to a question propounded by him, th.li/ the British
Government should thiuk proper to make anv new proposition
to the Government of the United States! >r the settlement of
the Oregon question, it would lie respc tfully considered bv
the 1 resident, without, however, feelf« himself committed
in any degree by the otter which had een already made and
rejected, and afterward# withdrawn.

Mr. Pakenham urged that he had not rejected our proposi¬
tion, but had merely refused to accept it, anil endeavored by
argument to impress u[K»n my mind the distinction.not w-t'v
0 .vious.between the refusal to arcej* a proposition and it*

rejection. I o this I replied by referring him to the subsequent
part of his note, in which he expressed his trust that " I
would be prepared to otter some furiher proposal for the settle¬
ment of the Oregon question more consistent with fairness
and equity, and with the rensonahe expectation of the British
Government. This language, I observed, necessarily im-
plied not only an emphatic rejection of our otter, but a con-
damnation of its character.

In consequence of my communications with Mr. Paken¬
ham, the President, after holding two Cabinet councils on the
present state ol the Oregon negotiation, has finally determined
that he will not renew his former olfer, nor submit any other
proposition; and it must remain for the British Government
to decide what other or further steps, if any, thev may think
proper to take in the negotiation. You will not'be surprised
at the result, as you are well aware that nothing but defer¬
ence for the repeated action of his predecessors, and for the
principle of compromise on which the negotiation had been
commenced, as well as a sincere desire to cultivate die most
friendly relations Iwtweei, the two countries, could have in¬
duce,! hm, so far to depart from his well-known opinion, as to
have d.rected the proportion to Is- made which has beer, re

jected and withdrawn.
Mr. Pakenham's note of the 30th of July, rejecting our

pro,.,t,on became, immediately after it. recent, the HfbS
of grave deliberation by the President. Upon a full conside
ration of the whole question, and after waiting a month for
furiher developments he arrived at the conclusion that it was
a duty which he owed to the country to withdraw the proposi¬
tion which he had submitted. This was accordingly done by
inv note lo Mr. Pakenham of the 30th of August Iwt The
1 resident thusi took his ground from which he will not depart
If the. Hriush <«"»rnment have any new proposition to sub¬
mit, it must proceed from them voluntarily, and without anv

previous invitation or assurance on our part ; and then such a

c°oMend ,he

This is the posture in which the negotiation now stands ,
and, unless in the meantime it should bo change,! by some ac¬

tion-on the part of the British Government, the President in¬
tends to lay the whole subject before Congress for their con¬
sideration. I am, Arr.

T . . .
JAMES BUCHANAN.

Lon* M, La**, Esq , Ac.

Mr. McLanr to Mr. Huchanan.
[Extracts.]

... ...
Lownow, Dkcrmhcr 1 1846.

Although it is well understood here that, in the present pos-
lure ot the Oregon question, my connexion with it must be
m a gieat degree informal, the Ksrl of Aberdeen occasionally
makes it a subject of conversation.

At his request, I have recently had an interview with him
when he put in my hand, to read, two despatches from Mr!
I akenham one in explanation of his rejection, without re-

fen-nee to his Government, of the President's proposition ; the
other containing a statement of his subsequent attempts to in¬
duce you to allow the President's proposition to stand as the
basis ol further negotiation, or to have some assurance of the
answer which a new propositi,m fro,,, the British Government
would receive. . . . . . . . ,

In his first letter, Mr. Pakenham, among ottier things,
">ught his treatment ol the President's proposition justifiable

on the ground of his instructions, which, in his opinion, for¬
bade the expectation that such a proposition could, under any
circumstances, receive the approbation of his Government,
liealso expresses his belief that a reference of the
proposition to Im, Government, merely, as he supposed, to be
rejected, would not have avoided the embarrassment in which
the subject has Ikci, by that step involved.

In answer to these views, I had only to point out the clear
insuibciency .f Mr. Pakenham's explanation. ; and to defend
and justify the withdrawal of the President's proposition upon
he obvious ground on which, in your communications, vou
had placed it, to point out with entire expliciUiess the attitude
the I resident had determined to maintain, and the course it
was bis intention to pursue, in conformity with the statement
in your despatch No. 13, date,! the .%th November last.

I he principal object of Lord Aberdeen in seeking the i.-

rrV'rr1 ^ '"J*..1" t*»nt out the embarrassment

",r 1the I resident s withdrawal of bis propiv
sition had placed the (iovernment. It was quite evident, in-

i»{' ]k 1 that he was not prepared to accept the
i resident s proposition, but desired only to make it the basis

urt i, r negotiation and modified pro,s>sitions fiorn his Gov-
""Wt. which he would have done, notwithstanding the re¬

jection of it by Mr. Pakenham, if it had not t*en withdrawn
>\ the direction of the President. He complained of the with-
urawal ol the proposition as unusual, if not unprecedented in

diplomacy, and seemed to consider it impossible in the present
jswture of the attair lo submit anv proposition lor a partition
of the territory in dispute, unless he could have some assurance

of the treatment which ijny proposition he might submit for
that purpose would receive.

I nder these circumstances, he could only regard the ncgo-
tiation a« having been terminated by the President; and the
door to further attempts at compromise being thus closed, this
Government had no alternative, ui its desire to preserve the

peaceful relations of the two countries [other] than to propose
arbitration, slid abnle the consequences. Indeed, I understood
him him lo say, very distinctly, that this course would !>e pur¬
sued. It may be considered certain, therefore, that if be have
not been already, Mr. Pakenham will, by the present -tc.imer,
be instructed to propose an aibitiatn . aad that, acc. 'ding to


